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JCARR Communication Supporting Board of Pharmacy Rules

Chairman Callender, Vice‐Chair Gavarone, and Members of the JCARR Committee:
We are writing today to voice Certified Cultivators strong support for the second Medical Marijuana Dispensary RFA
currently being planned by the Ohio Board of Pharmacy and the corresponding rule changes to OAC 3796:6‐2‐01, 6‐2‐02,
and 6‐2‐04 that are expected to be before JCARR for approval on Monday, August 30, 2021.
Certified Cultivators is an Ohio owned and operated state‐licensed Level 1 Cultivator and Processor based out of Dayton,
Ohio. We employ nearly 60 people and continue to grow on a weekly basis.
Certified has been deeply concerned with the lack of retail licenses in the Ohio Medical Marijuana Control Program. The
initial 60 available licenses were only meant to serve approximately 25,000 patients. We now have over 215,000
patients and only 54 operating dispensaries.
Through the above referenced rule changes, the Board of Pharmacy is trying to right‐size the retail portion of the
medical marijuana supply chain in Ohio, as a dispensary shortage has been implicated in the two main complaints
patients currently have with the Program: lack of access and the high cost of medicine. Through multiple iterations of
these rule changes, the Board has conducted stakeholder outreach, expanded the rules to provide transparency, and
established sufficient guardrails around the application process. We appreciate the Board’s collaborative approach and
willingness to work with industry leaders to address our concerns.
We are in complete agreement with the Board that more dispensaries are needed, that they are needed immediately,
and support the Board’s plan to address this issue. We are comfortable with these rule changes, know what to expect
from them, and humbly request that the rule changes be approved by JCARR on Monday, August 30, 2021. The sooner
this process is completed, the sooner Ohio patients will have better access to the medicine they need at more
competitive prices.
Please reach out to us with any questions at any time. Thank you very much.
Sincerely,

Scott Miller & Zach Weprin
Partners
Certified Cultivators
937‐239‐1701 (Scott)
937‐681‐0235 (Zach)
scott@certifiedcultivators.com
zach@certifiedcultivators.com
certifiedcultivators.com
@certifiedcultivators
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JCARR1
Support Letter for Board of Pharmacy Medical Marijuana Dispensary Rules Before
JCARR

Chairman Callender, Vice‐Chair Gavarone, and Members of the JCARR Committee:
We are writing today to voice Buckeye Relief’s strong support for the second Medical Marijuana Dispensary RFA
currently being planned by the Ohio Board of Pharmacy and the corresponding rule changes to OAC 3796:6‐2‐01, 6‐2‐02,
and 6‐2‐04 that are expected to be before JCARR for approval on Monday, August 30, 2021.
Buckeye Relief is an Ohio owned and operated state‐licensed Level 1 Cultivator and Processor based out of Eastlake,
Ohio with a provisional dispensary license for a location in Cleveland Heights. We have been operating since the Medical
Marijuana Control Program’s inception and employ over 100 people.
Buckeye Relief has been deeply concerned with the lack of retail licenses in the Ohio Medical Marijuana Control
Program. The initial 60 available licenses were only meant to serve approximately 25,000 patients. We now have over
215,000 patients and only 54 operating dispensaries.
Through the above referenced rule changes, the Board of Pharmacy is trying to right‐size the retail portion of the
medical marijuana supply chain in Ohio, as a dispensary shortage has been implicated in the two main complaints
patients currently have with the Program: lack of access and the high cost of medicine. Through multiple iterations of
these rule changes, the Board has conducted stakeholder outreach, expanded the rules to provide transparency, and
established sufficient guardrails around the application process. We appreciate the Board’s collaborative approach and
willingness to work with industry leaders to address our concerns.
We are in complete agreement with the Board that more dispensaries are needed, that they are needed immediately,
and support the Board’s plan to address this issue. We are comfortable with these rule changes, know what to expect
from them, and humbly request that the rule changes be approved by JCARR on Monday, August 30, 2021. The sooner
this process is completed, the sooner Ohio patients will have better access to the medicine they need at more
competitive prices. Thank you for your time, and please reach out to us with any questions at 440 949‐9098 or
caroline@buckeyerelief.com.
Sincerely,
Caroline
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CAROLINE HENRY
Government Affairs Director
C: 440.949.9098
buckeyerelief.com
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Ohio Department of Medicaid
Office of Legal Counsel
50 W. Town Street, Suite 400
Columbus, Ohio 43215-3414
SENT BY EMAIL ONLY TO Rules@Medicaid.Ohio.gov
RE:

Comments to Proposed Changes for OAC 5160-10-06 and OAC 5160-10-07

To Whom It May Concern:
The Ohio Association of Advanced Practice Nurses (“OAAPN”) would like to provide comments on the proposed changes for OAC
5160-10-06 and OAC 5160-10-07. OAAPN is a trade organization that represents Ohio’s advanced practice registered nurses
(“APRNs”), including nurse practitioners, certified nurse midwives, clinical nurse specialists, and certified registered nurse anesthetists.
Ohio’s APRNs serve Ohio patients in a variety of settings, including but not limited to hospitals, freestanding birthing centers, clinics,
federally qualified health centers, physician practices, and APRN-owned practices.
1.

OAC 5160-10-06(A) – “Prescribing Provider”

OAAPN respectfully requests that OAC 5160-10-06(A) be amended to include APRNs as providers who are permitted to prescribe
wearable cardioverter-defibrillators under Ohio Medicaid. APRNs often manage heart failure clinics and patients who require these
devices, and thus, should be able to prescribe devices that are commonly needed for patients in these settings. If APRNs obtain the
appropriate training and their standard care arrangements permit them to do so, we believe that they should be reimbursed by Medicaid
for prescribing such devices without needing to rely on a physician.
2.

OAC 5160-10-07(B)(1)(b) and OAC 5160-10-07(B)(2)(b) – “Relevant Specialty”

OAAPN recommends that the term “relevant specialty” in OAC 5160-10-07(B)(1)(b) and OAC 5160-10-07(B)(2)(b), with regards to
advanced practice registered nurses, be removed. Instead, we respectfully request that the rule read, “[a]n advanced practice registered
nurse.” In Ohio, APRNs are only able to practice within their scope of practice and pursuant to their standard care arrangement with a
collaborating physician. Thus, we believe there is no need to add “relevant specialty,” to the rule, which may add further confusion as
to who is able to prescribe and evaluate bathing seats for patients. Instead, APRNs should be able to prescribe bathing seats and evaluate
patients’ needs for bathing seats regardless of their specialty, so long as they are acting within their scope of practice, and their standard
care arrangement does not forbid them from doing so.
Thank you for your consideration. OAAPN would be happy to discuss the proposed rules and our comments further if that is helpful.
Sincerely,

Kelly Shank, APRN-CNP
President – OAAPN
4837-2655-0256, v. 1

400 W. Wilson Bridge Rd, Ste. 120 | Worthington OH 43085
Phone: 866.668.3839 | Fax: 614.221.1989

August 4, 2021
Cameron McNamee
Ohio Board of Pharmacy
77 South High Street, 17th Floor
Columbus, Ohio 43215
RE: Statement in Support of Proposed Rule 3796:6-2-02 Applications to operate medical
marijuana dispensaries.
Dear Mr. McManee,
On behalf of the Ohio Association for the Treatment of Opioid Dependence (OATOD), I write to
express support for the Board of Pharmacy’s proposed changes to rule 3796:6-2-02 that would
require all medical marijuana dispensaries to be located at least 500 feet distance away from a
federally certified and state licensed opioid treatment program (OTP). See proposed rule
3796:6-2-02(2)(B)(k)(ii).
OATOD is a statewide advocacy coalition consisting of nineteen (19) private business
organizations that operate 78 out of the 92 federally certified and state licensed opioid
treatment programs (OTP) in Ohio. OTPs are the only recognized healthcare setting where all
three forms of medication-assisted treatment can occur, and the exclusive entity authorized to
provide methadone as treatment for opioid use disorder. Indeed, OTPs operate in many
communities throughout Ohio and serve patients from a wide range of backgrounds and at
various stages in their recovery journey. Having a medical marijuana dispensary located nearby
such a vulnerable population would be an unnecessary risk to their recovery.
The proposed rule reflects sound policy and a necessary step forward with respect to ensuring
appropriate safeguards and best practices for the various stakeholders involved in this process.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on this rule. If you have any questions or
would like to discuss this matter in greater detail, please do not hesitate to contact me at your
convenience.
Sincerely,
Geoffrey Collver
Associate Director

_______________________________________

