Charles Haskell
Executive Director
www.aco.ohio.gov

Ohio Athletic Commission

242 Federal Plaza West Suite 405
Youngstown, OH 44503

Office: 330-797-2556

Fax:  330-797-2559

STATE OF OHIO
OHIO ATHLETIC COMMISSION

TESTIMONY BEFORE

OHIO JOINT COMMITTEE ON AGENCY RULE REVIEW

THE HONORABLE, JAMIE CALLENDAR, HOUSE CHAIR
THE HONORABLE, THERESA GAVARONE, SENATE CHAIR

STATEHOUSE
COLUMBUS, OHIO 43215

OHIO ATHLETIC COMMISSIONS RULE FILING PLAN 2025


http://www.aco.ohio.gov/

INTRODUCTION

Good morning, members of the Ohio Joint Committee on Agency. My name is Charles
Haskell, Executive Director of the Ohio Athletic Commission. Thank you for allowing
me the opportunity to provide an explanation as to why the Ohio Athletic Commission
rules have not been updated since 2019 and a plan for correction.

THE OHIO ATHLETIC COMMISSION RULE FILING PLAN

The mission of the Ohio Athletic Commission is to maintain high standards for
promoters, contestants, officials, and non-officials for all combative sporting events
regulated by the commission. In addition to regulating events, the OAC regulates the
licensing of Athlete Agents to protect the rights and interests of all college and high
school athletes while they are in negotiations with professional sports agents.  The Ohio
Athletic Commission resides in Youngstown Ohio and consists of five voting members
appointed by the Governor and two non-voting commissioners, one Executive Director,
one full-time employee, and one part-time employee. The full-time employee is currently
on disability leave.

I have been the Ohio Athletic Commissioner since January 1%, 2023. I take full
responsibility for not having rules update since 2019. I have recently been receiving a lot
of guidance from other agencies regarding what software to use, how the rules are edited
and filed through the CSI, common sense initiative, or ERF. The OAC in the last year
has updated their computers and software. With these new updates and the help of all the
different agencies, the OAC now can update all their rules and file them in an efficient

fashion.



The plan to get the OAC caught up will begin immediately. Since the OAC rule set is
relatively small and a good majority of these rules will be “NO CHANGE” I am
confident all the Ohio’s Administrative rules can be proposed to the OAC commission
over the next three meetings. Before each meeting, I will send suggested rule updates to
the commission and have them available for discussion/approval. I am confident that all
the rules can be at least submitted to JCARR and the commission over the next three
meetings. This will begin the JCARR rule processing timelines. By following JCARR’s
rule processing timeline, all rules for the Ohio Athletic Commission will be updated and
finalized by the end of the year.

In conclusion, for a variety of different reasons, covid, a new director, outdated
computers and software, the OAC is now in a position with the help of the many
government agencies to have their rules updated quickly and efficiently. I want to thank
all the government agencies that have already helped me in understanding this process. |
would like to also thank JCARR and all its members for being patient and allowing me

this opportunity to speak on behalf of the Ohio Athletic Commission.



