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Co-Chair Callender called the meeting to order at 4:05 PM.

Rules and Technology Administrator Hamilton called the roll. Present were Representatives
Callender, Mathews, Santucci, Brennan, and Brown Piccolantonio; as well as Senators Gavarone,
Brenner, Lang, Craig, and DeMora. Administrator Hamilton stated a quorum was present.

Co-Chair Callender asked Committee members to review the October 6, 2025, minutes. The
minutes were approved as presented.

Deputy Director Fouche read the No Change Agenda. Co-Chair Callender called for questions or
comments on the No Change Agenda. There were no questions or comments from the Committee

or public.

Deputy Director Fouche read the Regular Agenda. Item 15 was moved to the review portion of the
meeting. Co-Chair Callender called for questions or comments on the Regular Agenda. There were
no additional questions or comments from the Committee or public.

Co-Chair Callender welcomed the two agencies who did not meet the Senate Bill 9 required
regulatory restriction reduction of 30% for fiscal year 2025 to provide testimony on the progress
that has been made to this point.

Sam Smith, Legislative Liaison for the Ohio EPA, provided testimony on the agency’s efforts to
meet compliance. Co-Chair Callender thanked Mr. Smith for his time and for the agency to come
into compliance by the end of the year. Co-Chair Callender asked that the Ohio EPA meet the next
target on time. No further questions or comments were offered from the Committee.

Lucas Denney, Assistant Director of the Ohio Department of Veteran Services, provided testimony
on the agency’s efforts to meet compliance. Co-Chair Callender thanked Mr. Denney for his time
and stated the agency did meet the deadline, but their documentation had caused confusion by
misinterpreting the requirements on the agency. Mr. Denney apologized for this, and thanked the
Committee and JCARR staff for the assistance they received.

Co-Chair Callender recognized the following witnesses to testify against proposed rules 1301:7-
7-56 and 1301:7-7-80 from Regular Agenda Item 15. These rules were filed by the Department of
Commerce — Division of the State Fire Marshal and relate to the requirements for 1.4G

Professional Use Only Fireworks.
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- Roberto Sorgi, American Fireworks Company: with clarifying statements offered from Co-
Chair Callender and Senator Brenner.

- Anthony Kilgore, Northeast Ohio Pyrotechnics Group: taking questions from
Representative Brennan.

- Andre LeBlanc, Phoenix Pyrotechnics: taking questions from Senator DeMora and Co-
Chair Gavarone.

- Sabrina Nickels, National Fireworks Association: taking questions from Representative
Brennan.

- Chad Hockenberry, Starfire Corporation.

Co-Chair Callender thanked all the witnesses for their time and efforts, saying the issues with the
new classification of fireworks constitutes a legislative fix beyond JCARR jurisdiction. No further
questions or comments were offered from the Committee to the witnesses.

Tim Thompson, Legal Counsel for the Department of Commerce - Division of State Fire Marshal,
appeared on behalf of the Division, speaking to the issues raised during testimony. Mr. Thompson
took questions from Representative Brennan, Senators DeMora and Brenner, and Co-Chair
Callender. There were no additional questions or comments offered from the Committee or the

public.

Co-Chair Callender called for a motion to adjourn, and the motion was made by Senator Craig.
Co-Chair Callender adjourned the meeting at 5:00 PM.

You may watch the October 28, 2025 JCARR meeting at https://ohiochannel.org/video/ohio-
joint-committee-on-agency-rule-review-10-28-2025.
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