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Co-Chair Gavarone called the meeting to order at 1:35 PM, welcoming Representative Humphrey,
Senator Huffman, and Senator Blackshear to committee as substitute members.

Rules and Technology Administrator Hamilton called the roll. Present were Representatives
Callender, Mathews, Santucci, Brennan, and Humphrey; as well as Senators Gavarone, Huffman,
Craig, and Blackshear. Representative Brown Piccolantonio, Senator Brenner, and Senator Lang
were excused. Administrator Hamilton stated a quorum was present.

Co-Chair Gavarone asked Committee members to review the December 8, 2025, minutes. The
minutes were approved as presented.

Director Sylvester read the No Change Agenda. Co-Chair Gavarone called for questions or
comments on the No Change Agenda. There were no questions or comments from the Committee
or public.

Director Sylvester read the Regular Agenda. Item #3 was moved to the review portion of the
meeting. Co-Chair Gavarone called for questions or comments on the Regular Agenda. Co-Chair
Callender spoke to Item #44, thanking the Department of Agriculture for their efforts on these
rules and listening to the concerns raised. There were no additional questions or comments from

the Committee or public.

Co-Chair Gavarone recognized one witness to testify against proposed rule 173-2-08 from Regular
Agenda Item 3. This rule was filed by the Department of Aging regarding the commercial
relationships of Area Agencies on Aging. Kelsey Bergfeld (Chief Policy Officer for the Ohio
Association of Area Agencies on Aging - o4a) provided opposition testimony. Co-Chair Gavarone
asked the witness if delaying the implementation date of this rule would be helpful. Ms. Bergfeld
stated that this delay would be helpful for members to understand the rule more and to engage fully
in the process. Co-Chair Gavarone thanked the witness for her time and testimony.

Alex Lapso (Chief Legislative Officer) appeared on behalf of the Department of Aging, speaking
to the issues raised during testimony. Co-Chair Callender thanked Mr. Lapso for his testimony and
efforts on this rule. Co-Chair Callender expressed his concerns, but with the Department’s
commitment to continuing to work with their partners and delaying implementation until April 1%,
no action would be taken. Representative Brennan also echoed Co-Chair Callender’s concerns,
expressing that in the end, he did not want to risk losing federal funding for the individuals being
served. There were no additional questions or comments offered from the Committee or the public.
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Co-Chair Gavarone requested that representatives of the Ohio Ethics Commission appear before
the Committee on March 2, 2026, to offer information on who is required to provide financial
disclosure statements with the commission, and why this policy or principle of law is not described
within rule.

Co-Chair Gavarone shared that the JCARR meeting currently scheduled for February 9, 2026, will
most likely be cancelled due to no rules appearing on the agenda at this time. The Co-Chair
reminded the public that the next meeting of JCARR will be tentatively held on March 2, 2026, at
1:30 PM in the Senate Finan Hearing Room — Room 126.

Co-Chair Gavarone called for a motion to adjourn, and the motion was made by Senator Craig.
Co-Chair Gavarone adjourned the meeting at 2:01 PM.

You may watch the January 20, 2026 JCARR meeting at https://ohiochannel.org/programs/ohio-
joint-committee-on-agency-rule-review-1-20-2026
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