September 29, 2017
Larry Wolpert
Executive Director
Joint Committee On Agency Rule Review
77 South High Street, Concourse Level
Columbus, Ohio 43215
Mr. Wolpert and JCARR Staff:
On behalf of the people with intellectual and developmental disabilities, their families, friends, interested citizens and
professionals in the disability field whom we represent through our membership, The Arc of Ohio thanks the Joint
Committee On Agency Rule Review for the opportunity to provide testimony regarding the proposed rule 5123:2-9-03.
The Arc of Ohio supports the proposed rule changes and is appreciative to the Ohio Department of Developmental
Disabilities (DODD) for listening to the testimony of the people with intellectual and developmental disabilities and their
families who would be impacted by this rule.
The Arc of Ohio believes DODD has greatly improved the rule to allow more flexibility and fewer hurdles to access the
services of Independent Providers by the people and families who depend on them for their services and support.  These
improvements include an increase of the limit of hours that can be worked without prior authorization, an increase of
exceptions that allow the limit to be exceed and clarification of those exceptions, the addition of an informal appeals
process, as well as further clarification of the role of the county board in this process.
Because of the improvements referenced above, The Arc of Ohio believes this rule will have an overall positive impact for
the people who receive the services referenced in this rule and for the people and families who depend on DODD, local
county boards of developmental disabilities and Independent Providers for support.
Thank you for your time and the consideration of these comments,

Gary Tonks
Chief Executive Officer, The Arc of Ohio

Steve Beha
Associate Director, The Arc of Ohio
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